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Good afternoon and thank you for giving us the opportunity to 
provide our presentation on behalf of the Atlantic Council for 
Bioenergy Cooperative Limited.  (ACBC)   
 
My name is Ken Magnus, and I am the Executive Director of 
ACBC.  I would also like to take this opportunity to introduce 
one of our founding members, from New Brunswick, in 

mailto:kenmagnus@bellaliant.net
http://www.atlanticbioenergy.com/


attendance today, and he is available for follow up questions 
and answers, throughout today’s presentation.    
 
Mr. Kevin Shiell is one of our board members and is the 
Scientific Director for the Biorefinery Technology Scale-up 
Centre in Grand Falls New Brunswick.     
 
 
As it is the mandate of the Energy Commission to undertake 
public consultation with New Brunswickers, and neighbouring 
provinces and make recommendations based on its 
consultations; ACBC will take a moment to provide background 
information on our organization as a pan-Atlantic industry 
association, and further will take the opportunity to make 
recommendations on behalf of the bioenergy industry and 
ACBC to the New Brunswick Energy Commission.   
 

 
 
ACBC 
 
MISSION   
Educate and promote the development of a sustainable 
bioenergy industry in Atlantic Canada. 
 
VISION 
A vibrant, sustainable bioenergy industry, producing in Atlantic 
Canada.   

 
 



The Atlantic Council for Bioenergy Cooperative Limited (ACBC) 
is a non-profit cooperative association that represents the 
bioenergy industry in Atlantic Canada, including biofuels, 
biomass and biogas.  
 
Throughout most of the calendar year in 2010, before our 
association was formally established, a core group of industry 
proponents spent considerable time engaging bioenergy 
stakeholders in the Atlantic region.   Although we are a very 
young industry association, we spent a full year in research and 
preparation, in order to make the decision to move forward and 
officially launch our association.  The decision was not taken 
lightly and a good balance of commitment and interest was 
clearly recognized prior to putting the funding and mandate 
together from the founding members.   
 
The purpose of the 2010 research period was to understand the 
current position of the industry here, and what potential and 
interest would be; or not be; from serious proponents. 
 
If you take biofuels for example, there is a strong industry that 
has developed over the past decade throughout western and 
central Canada.  Although there are some producers and 
proponents of biofuels in Atlantic Canada, there is a noticeable / 
comparative drop off of participation and industry depth here.  
However it was the conclusion of our research and interaction 
with the biofuels community here, that there are a number of 
reasons that the participation level is diminished in Atlantic 
Canada and further; that recognizing this, there is also 
opportunity for industry advancement.  First generation biofuels, 
and traditional feedstocks, as well national and provincial 



programming played a part in the regional role out and 
development of the industry.  We feel that with new 
technologies, and new industry development opportunities, next 
generation industry initiatives, and the now recently confirmed 
Canadian Renewable Fuels Standards both for 5% ethanol and 
2% biodiesel we can put Atlantic Canada in a strong position to 
participate in the current and future industry.  In recognition of 
these factors the timing for the consideration of ACBC was 
right.   
 
Additionally we found that although there were industry 
proponents in Atlantic Canada, there were also problems 
getting messaging to and from government, as individual 
stakeholders or one-off industry proponents. 
 
In June of 2010 a roundtable event was held in Moncton.  This 
event was co-sponsored by the Province of New Brunswick and 
the Canadian Renewable Fuels Association (CRFA). Up until 
this point we had found that there were many industry 
stakeholders and proponents throughout the Atlantic Region.  
There was enough interest, from industry, government and the 
CRFA to put the event together, and share information on the 
status of the current industry position, and have a discussion 
around what the future might bring.  There were 25 people in 
attendance.  Including a good cross section of industry, 
government officials from New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Prince 
Edward Island, representatives from the CRFA, and one 
representative from Sustainable Development Technology 
Canada (SDTC).   
 
 



Some of the significant messages that came out of the 
roundtable event were:  A) There is a biofuels community in 
Atlantic Canada that wants to move ahead.  B) There is interest 
on behalf of government and on behalf of the CRFA to have the 
industry further develop and succeed in Atlantic Canada.  C) 
Because of the relatively small geographic area, and based on 
common issues from all Atlantic stakeholders, finding common 
ground among provincial policy makers would be of significant 
importance to industry.   
 
In the days and weeks after the roundtable and through the 
newly found common interests and relationships built; this is 
when the idea of an Atlantic Industry Association, started to get 
some traction.  Put together an association, to represent the 
unique opportunities, and identify the common barriers for the 
Atlantic region.   
 
In our continued research through the summer and fall of 2010 
we also learned of new and emerging companies participating 
in new biomass and biogas technologies and industry 
development.  Interest and delivery of a regional entity 
representing bioenergy was making good sense.  
 
As we all know there are many new and exciting alternative 
energy streams in existence and in development stages.  Our 
research told us that with the proper launch and commitment of 
an industry association we can help bring the bioenergy 
industry forward in this region of Canada.  The founding 
members took a position to commit to forming the association in 
December of 2010.  ACBC completed the paper work for 
registration of incorporation under the cooperatives act in 



December and received an active incorporation date of January 
18

th
, 2011.  The media release and public launch went out to 

well over 350 media outlets, on February 15
th
, 2011.   

 
The new board took the position to not try to be all things to all 
people in renewable energy, and focus on bioenergy industry 
development. Through direction of our founding members and 
recent public launch we committed to the following: 
 
( see attached information document for detail )  
( this section was not delivered during the presentation and was 
left as an additional information package) 

 
ACBC will: 

 Operate an inter-provincial Atlantic industry association to 
work with Federal, Provincial, Municipal and First Nation 
Governments in recognition of the industry challenges and 
industry opportunities.  ACBC will work with the Provinces 
toward a common, shared interest approach and build 
recognition for an “Atlantic First” industry market and supply 
strategy. 

 Work with national organizations for renewable fuels, biomass 
and biogas industry development. 

 Keep members informed of new technological developments 
and collaborate with research facilities and educational 
institutions. 

 Organize informational meetings and participate in bioenergy 
events throughout Atlantic Canada and abroad, on behalf of 
the membership.  



 Work with media and consumers to identify and promote 
advantages of a non-imported renewable energy supply in 
Atlantic Canada.    

 Provide information and correct misinformation, and promote 
policy initiatives advantageous to the bioenergy development 
and bioenergy usage.  Create awareness and credibility for a 
“made in Atlantic Canada” alternative energy resource, and 
establish a level playing field for Atlantic bioenergy and 
traditional energy supply.   

 Aim to establish a local consumption market for various 
bioenergy products and assist in building a successful 
regional platform from which a recognizable industry is 
capable of operating in for the long term.   
 
( return to presentation here ) 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
The cooperative model of ACBC operates by one member, one 
vote, governed by a Board of Directors elected from the 
membership. 
 
Membership to include representatives for the bioenergy 
industry, bioenergy proponents, industry development and 
research agencies as well as general individuals, companies 
and stakeholder groups affiliated with bioenergy in Atlantic 
Canada.   
 
Under the discussion of membership, we also realize that there 
are many industry associations.  We feel one of the unique and 
key pieces to our membership is to understand and realize that 
we are going to be very hands on working association.  This will 



be a relatively small group existing of serious and committed 
stakeholders.  Each member will have equal input, and each 
member will have a depth of footprint in the message the 
Atlantic industry delivers.  Again taking biofuels for example 
according to the Canadian Renewable Fuels Association 
website, there are only a little over 40 renewable fuels plants 
(ethanol and biodiesel) in Canada.  However according to 
CRFA publications, and the recent independent report by 
Doyletech Corporation.  “the construction of 28 renewable fuels 
plants (ethanol) in Canada, at 2010 replacement cost prices, 
has involved a total direct investment of $2.326 billion.  --- the 
total net economic activity derived from this renewable fuels 
investment, across Canada, was $2.949 billion, including 
$100.2 million to municipal governments, $492.1 million to 
provincial governments, and $679.9 million to the federal 
government.  --- the construction activity created 14,177 direct 
and indirect jobs during the respective construction periods” 
 
An aggressive but small industry component in Atlantic Canada 
can therefore represent a very significant economic impact for 
New Brunswick and all of Atlantic Canada. If you simply do the 
math, and we can find the path to our share of the Canadian 
industry the positive implications are worth the effort.    
 
ACBC is convinced and therefore committed that this part of 
Canada deserves it place in the industry, and needs to carve 
out our place within the current and emerging bioenergy 
industry.   
 

 



Our recommendations to the New Brunswick Energy 
Commission today, are only 3.   
 
1.  To start with we just want to be heard.  Don’t let anyone tell 

you there isn’t opportunity for the bioenergy industry of 
Atlantic Canada to evolve, participate and find its place in the 
Canadian industry mix. -- It can. -- Don’t let anyone tell you 
there isn’t a community of industry stakeholders, proponents, 
distributors, and producers of bioenergy here in Canada.  -----
--There is. -- In due course as ACBC works with its 
membership base, over the weeks, and months ahead, we 
intend to keep a strong communication path open with the 
Province of New Brunswick, in order to build industry tools 
together and in step with the Provinces wants and needs.  
This flow of communication is critical to the industry and to 
the potential of the Provinces, economic, environmental, 
agricultural, and energy future.  We want to work with the 
Province so that when it comes time for industry tools to be 
developed and delivered the province is leading the strategy 
from an informed and proactive point of view.  Development 
of policy and strategy that the province doesn’t have to try 
and manage and or dismiss, but policy and strategy that 
makes sense for all.  There is a lot of current focus on many 
alternative energies.  I.e. wind, solar, electricity generation 
and so on; and rightfully so; there should be.  However our 
message is clear.  Be sure that bioenergy is included at top of 
mind, and is every bit of a priority for the future energy stream 
of New Brunswick and Atlantic Canada as other alternative 
options.    
 
 



2.  In order to be heard we need access.  From a government 
agency, or department or Ministry point of view, bioenergy 
can and does fall into many different categories.  Sometimes 
that makes it easy to fall through the cracks.  Depending on 
the governing jurisdiction, many provincial governments 
attach themselves to bioenergy through different locations.  
Bioenergy will have impact environmentally, agriculturally, 
with industry and energy, as well as economic development 
and rural development.  It is our recommendation that 
industry / ACBC have one-stop shopping with government 
offices.  We would propose a single desk entry point.  Too 
often one department or one agency of government is unable 
to communicate or coordinate effectively, based on the 
implications of another department and current in-house 
workload on other important files.  Without a single desk 
responsible it is difficult for government to commit time and 
resources and interest.  In the short term, a single, desk, with 
a position of strength from a senior management official 
within government. One that can direct traffic, and be 
accountable to industry development.  This desk also needs 
to have the knowledge and the passion; and believe in the 
opportunity and potential success of bioenergy for New 
Brunswick. This desk should also have access and 
reasonable weight on a regular basis with government 
decision makers at the Minister and Deputy Minister level. 
This commitment allows the desk to stick handle its way 
through red tape and interdepartmental issues, on behalf of 
industry, and be responsible for government and industry on 
this very important file.   
 



Further on the note of access and to make a hard task even 
harder, beyond coordinating a single desk and in house 
bioenergy office, combined of multiple department 
representatives:  We would recommend an additional 
responsibility of this desk is to work with all Atlantic Provinces 
to find common ground for government policy throughout the 
region where it can.  Based on the interaction of stakeholders 
in the research period and the Moncton roundtable event, this 
single desk should also have the responsibility to interact with 
other Atlantic provincial governments in order to consider a 
unified direction for Atlantic Canada, and the Atlantic industry 
development. Again; where it can.    
 

3.  Support.  We are a very young industry association and our 
representative members are early in the evolution of the 
bioenergy industry build out.  In due course ACBC will be 
coming to the Province of New Brunswick as well as other 
provincial and federal jurisdictions with updates, progress 
reports, and industry recommendations for the consideration 
of governments.  As mentioned previously if proper contact, 
connection and communications is established early on, then 
when it comes times to discuss policy, or programming on 
incentives to support industry, government will not be not 
caught off guard, in fact government may be in the position to 
implement strategic policy recommendations built around the 
ongoing communications and interaction with industry on a 
joint basis.   

 
Today’s presentation and asks on behalf of ACBC are very 
straight forward, reasonable and realistic.  We wanted to take 
the time to introduce the association, in order to qualify our 



position and our ability to provide credible representation of 
the bioenergy industry community.    
 

1.  Bioenergy needs to be included in the interests of the 
future of New Brunswick and Atlantic Canada, from an 
economic, environmental, energy supply, agricultural and 
rural development point of view.   

2.  Industry needs access.  One stop shopping for industry 
with government.  A single desk that allows the time and 
resources that can build the knowledge, passion and 
commitment to long term sustainable industry 
development.  

3. Support.  Work with ACBC and the Atlantic Bioenergy 
Industry to find the opportunities and eliminate the 
barriers, through strategic policy decisions that are built 
together, over the time directly ahead of us.   

 
 
On behalf of ACBC, I would like to thank you for this 
opportunity.  We look forward to a very exciting time ahead for 
bioenergy in Atlantic Canada.  We approach our future with 
great optimism.   
 
Thank you.  We are very interested in receiving any comment 
you may have, and Kevin and I would be happy to do our best 
to answer questions.   

 
 
 
 


