
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1993, Gerard Le Gal created Gourmet Sauvage Inc., a business dedicated to the harvest, processing and sale of wild 
foods in the retail and food industry markets. Today, the company markets more than 100 wild edibles. Le Gal has also 
published two books on wild edibles and co-hosted with his daughter a television series in Quebec on the subject. He has 
worked at developing the sector in Quebec, giving information sessions on NTFP’s in dozens of communities, by setting up 
an association of harvesters and entrepreneurs, by developing a training program for harvesters and by building links with 
government ministries. 

 

Brian worked for 37 years in agricultural development work in New Brunswick.  Thirty two years were with the New 
Brunswick Department of Agriculture in various capacities including horticultural extension and research, agri-food 
marketing, business development and agricultural policy.  Brian also provided consulting services to the ag-industry for 5 
years following retirement from government services.Brian’s horticultural extension and research responsibilities included 
new crop development work.  This included tens years of research on the fiddlehead fern directed at its cultivation and 
management.  He has investigated propagation protocols, genetic variability and selection potential, growth and 
development of the plant, crop establishment and crop management systems. Brian is a graduate of McGill University, 
Michigan State University and the University of New Brunswick. 

 

Donna Fleury is a Senior Development Officer of the Specialty Chemical Ingredients Initiative (SCI) of Alberta’s Ministry of 
Agriculture and Forestry. SCI is a government-industry business development cluster focusing specifically on the 
development and commercialization of high-value innovative products. This includes renewable agriculture and forestry 
biomass processing and lucrative cosmetics and personal care end markets. Donna acts as a ‘connector’ to help facilitate 
research connections, business development and export development among industry, academia and government across 
Alberta’s bioeconomy industry. 

Donna is also the Alberta Lead on the Canadian Herb Spice and Natural Health Product Coalition (CHSNC) National 
Technical Team that has developed training and tools ensuring quality, safety, traceability, ethics and sustainable 
communities for the cultivated and wild-harvested botanical supply chain. She is passionate about botanicals, 'field and 
forest to shelf' innovation, sustainability, and the success of this emerging industry. 

Gerard Le Gal, Gourmet Sauvages 
Gourmet Sauvages : Case Study of a Quebec NTFP Story 
  

Brian Dykeman 
Domesticating Fiddleheads: What Have We Learned? 

Donna Fleury, Alberta Agriculture and Forestry, Airdrie, Alberta 
Specialty Ingredients for Personal Care: Realities of Trying to Play in a Billion Dollar Industry.  
 

Speakers 
Wanda Wolf, Lonewolf Plant & Herb Farm, Battleford, Saskatchewan 
Wholesale Marketing from a Broker’s Perspective 
 Wanda is a veteran entrepreneur who has been involved in the herb industry for over 20 years. She started Lonewolf 
Herbal Products first as a grower/supplier of dried wildcrafted medicinal herbs and quickly emerged as a marketing expert 
and quality control guru.  Wanda has developed a reputation as a worldwide distributor of botanicals, working collectively 
with other selected growers and wildcrafters to meet the growing demand for quality raw materials for today’s domestic 
and export markets. She currently works with over 300 suppliers of medicinal herbs around the world, often acting as a 
facilitator and broker between suppliers and buyers. Wanda operates an organic herb farm in Saskatchewan and also does 
primary processing and essential oils distillation.  When dealing in medicinal herbs, quality control must start at the 
grower/wildcrafter level, and Wanda quickly developed in-depth quality control parameters for the collection, harvest and 
drying of medicinal herbs. Wanda continues to work as a successful supplier of quality raw materials, essential oils, 
tinctures for herbalists, naturopaths and manufacturers around the world. 
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Nelda Radford 
Alberta Rhodiola Rosea Growers – History of a Grower Co-Op 
 Nelda Radford is a city girl from southern Texas who has converted and now flourishes in rural life in central Alberta.  Prior 
to her conversion, Nelda earned an M. Sc. in Geology from the Univ. of Kansas in 1984.  Through a course at Olds College 
she learned about recent activities into a new crop for the prairies - Rhodiola rosea.  Nelda now champions this amazing 
herb and has served on the Board of Directors for ARRGO, the Alberta Rhodiola Rosea Growers Organization since 2010.  
Her goals are to see Rhodiola rosea as a successful business venture and to provide the world with a sustainably-grown 
herb that will benefit the health of many. 

Dr. Ron Smith, UNB Fredericton 
Case Study on Canada Yew – How Market Factors Change the Rules 
 Ron Smith is an adjunct professor in the Faculty of Forestry and Environmental Management at the University of New 
Brunswick.  He worked for the Canadian Forest Service from 1978 to 2005 conducting applied research in tree physiology 
and applied forest genetics. His research efforts shifted from applied tree improvement to Non-Timber Forest Products in 
the mid-1990s with his colleague Dr. Stewart Cameron.  In 2005, he left the Canadian Forest Service to work both as a 
consultant and as a senior research scientist at the UNB Wood Science and Technology Centre (WSTC).  Over the past ten 
years, Ron has conducted research on evaluating the quality of agricultural residues for use as solid bio-fuels and in 
developing agro-forestry research trials and partnerships, specializing in growing medicinal plants. 

Dr. Stewart Cameron, UNB Fredericton 
Constraints to the Commercialization of Non-Timber Forest Products 
 Dr. Cameron is a tree physiologist and adjunct professor in the Forestry and Environmental Management Faculty at the 
University of New Brunswick, where he teaches and does research on NTFP and bioproduct species. Prior to coming to 
UNB, Dr. Cameron was employed at the Canadian Forest Service and specialized in tissue culture for the mass production 
of genetically improved traditional timber species, particularly commercially valuable hardwoods. He co-led a study 
(jointly with colleague Ron Smith) applying tree improvement principles to screen and domesticate selected cultivars of 
Canada yew, an NTFP species used for cancer drug production. His current projects focus on improving NTFP species and 
propagation of elite cultivars of the medicinal plant Rhodiola rosea. 

Speakers (Continued) 

Dr. Jim Chamberlain is a global expert on non-timber forest products management, production and valuation. He is a 
research scientist with the USDA Forest Service and a member of the Forest Inventory and Analysis program since 2012. 
Dr. Chamberlain has worked throughout South and Southeast Asia, parts of Africa and Central Asia. Most recently he was 
the NTFP adviser for the Forest Service in Ukraine.  Jim has focused his professional attention for 30+ years on forestry, 
forest management, forest products and natural resource issues. He holds a Master of Forest Science from the Yale School 
of Forestry and Environmental Studies and a Ph.D. from the College of Natural Resources at Virginia Tech. Jim leads 
research to quantify and articulate the ecological and economic impacts of harvesting non-timber forest products, 
particularly edible and medicinal forest products. Jim established the forest farming program of the USDA National 
Agroforestry Center and leads research and technology transfer on this agroforestry system. Jim also leads a 
comprehensive national assessment of non-timber forest products and climate change. 

Dr. Jim Chamberlain, USDA Forest Service 
Building a Business with Non-Timber Forest Products 
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Connie Kehler, Canadian Herb Spice and Natural Health Products Coalition, Saskatchewan 
Is My Product Safe and Can I Prove It? 
 The Canadian Herb and Spice Natural Health Products Coalition is a voluntary group that was instrumental in developing 
and implementing a nationally recognized Good Agriculture Collection Practices (GACP) program for use by those in the 
specialty agriculture sector as well as those harvesting, processing and selling NTFPs. The program was developed working 
with the World Health Organization and key industry players throughout North America and Europe. The result is a 
comprehensive practice that helps industry (buyers, regulators, processors, and producers) ensure safety from collection 
to finished product. The GACPs are recognized internationally and have been approved by the Canadian Food and 
Inspection Agency (CFIA).  Connie was one of six industry liaison members of the Natural Health Products Directorate 
where she led the development of the good manufacturing practices for natural health products.  Connie has trained 
people across Canada and presented in Peru, Guatemala, France and China. 

Speakers (Continued) 

Chris Dickie is a graduate of the forestry program at the University of New Brunswick and spent several years working as a 
forestry consultant and contractor before joining INFOR Inc. in 2004. During his time with INFOR, Chris worked with a 
variety of stakeholders and partners developing and delivering education, field technical services, and research and 
development projects for the private forest industry, focused primarily upon supporting private woodlot owners, 
Christmas tree growers and maple syrup producers. In 2014 Chris accepted a position with the New Brunswick Department 
of Agriculture, Aquaculture and Fisheries working towards the development of the bioeconomy, local food and beverage 
industry and attracting new entrants to farming in New Brunswick. In May 2016 Chris was seconded to the New Brunswick 
Jobs Board and is currently involved in the identification and management of priority economic development projects for 
the province. 

Chris Dickie, New Brunswick Jobs Board 
Producing Value-Added NTFPs for Local and Extended Markets  
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Bernie is the Manager of the Approvals Section within the Crown Lands Branch at the New Brunswick Department of Energy 
and Resource Development. Bernie obtained his B.Sc. in Environmental Sciences and began working for the New Brunswick 
Department of Environment and Local Government in 1996 where he carried out various roles related to ground and 
surface water protection and environmental impact assessment before joining the Crown Lands Branch in 2011. The Crown 
Lands Branch is responsible for the administration of requests to use or acquire Crown lands including leases, easements, 
exchanges, purchases, sales, and licences of occupation. 
 

Bernie Doucet, New Brunswick Department of Energy and Resource Development 
Harvesting Non-Timber Forest Products on Crown Lands 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Herbert Strobl, P.Ag., Botanical Specialties, Cultus Lake, British Columbia 
Marketing Multiple Products – Case Study of a Successful Herb Company 
 Since 1996, Herbert Strobl has owned and operated a certified organic herb company called Botanical Specialties in Cultus 
Lake, BC. He graduated from the University of Vienna, holds a degree in Horticulture Engineering and Landscape 
Architecture, and has worked in the horticulture field in Austria, Germany, Holland, Ecuador and now Canada. Herbert has 
a strong scientific plant background and worked many years in research and development to find out how plants can be 
influenced to perform at an enhanced level. Half of his operation is functioning as an herb research farm where he 
develops new plant varieties mainly of medicinal and aromatic crops. The commercial end of his operation is dedicated to 
the production of raw botanicals, liquid extracts and therapeutic grade essential oils. He also contracts crops with other 
growers.  Herb is committed to the advancement and sustainability of the herb industry in BC and Canada. He is a member 
of the British Columbia Institute of Agrologists. 

Speakers (Continued) 

John Thor Arnason is Professor of Biology at the University of Ottawa where he leads a phytochemistry and natural health 
product research team.  In collaboration with industry, his research group has completed studies on the pharmacology of 
North American plant species including echinacea, ginseng, Labrador tea, tamarack and others. Recently, his group 
participated in studies on traditional medicines used for the treatment of diabetes. In collaboration with Latin American 
colleagues, Dr. Arnason’s team is studying natural products from medicinal plants used for mental health, and has 
identified a family of rare neotropical vines that have exceptional capabilities to reduce anxiety and stress, which have 
been tested in five different animals species. Research enabled cultivation of this rainforest plant for the first time, and it 
has been successfully tested as a veterinary natural health product. The product has now been released by Souroubea 
Botanicals Inc. to the American market and plans are in progress for a human product.  

Dr. Jon Arnason, University of Ottawa 
Souroubea, A Tropical Vine that Relieves Anxiety: Case Study on Commercialization 
  

Meaghan Seagrave is the Executive Director of BioNB, the lead agency for the development of the biosciences in New 
Brunswick.  BioNB works with a host of public and private partners, primarily in the creation of technology transfer 
opportunities, and in the incubation of new bioscience technologies to successful commercialization. Meaghan has over a 
decade of experience working with small and start-up technology enterprises across the country in a variety of roles. With 
a graduate degree in agricultural sciences and several certificates and diplomas in technical communications and 
management development, she is well equipped to act as intermediary in a challenging and technical sector like 
biotechnology. Meaghan has a strong reputation in the business community and a communication style that has helped 
BioNB build trust and cooperation among key stakeholders. She is passionate about the opportunities biotechnology 
holds for transforming this region's traditional sectors and supporting the province's entrepreneurial ecosystem. 

Meaghan Seagrave, BioNB 
Funding and Support for Your NTFP Business 
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Crystal Cormier is General Manager of Natures Crops International (NCI), which operates a specialty oilseed production 
and oil processing operation in Kensington, PEI.  The company manages crop production, researches new crops and buys 
and sells specialty crop seed and oil in Canada, the US and Europe. Crystal joined NCI in 2010 and has been involved in 
sales and marketing, grower relations and crop contracting, and now general management of the oilseed processing 
facility and laboratory in PEI.  NCI has grown to a highly skilled staff of approximately 15 persons, and is currently 
processing oils from several specialty crops for dietary supplements and personal care. 

Crystal Cormier, General Manager, Natures Crops International 
What is Important to Industry? 
 

Rick Kane is currently the Food Safety Outreach Coordinator working with the Sustainability and Applied Science Division 
of Nova Scotia Environment, having previously worked for the Canadian Food Inspection Agency. A unique position for the 
division, the Food Safety Outreach Coordinator’s primary role is to administer a food safety assistance program to 
provincial agri-food producers, processors and retailers that will facilitate entry of Nova Scotian value added food products 
into the marketplace. Rick has a Bachelor of Science (Biology/ Microbiology) from Acadia University, a Certificate in Food 
Science (University of Guelph), and is pursuing completion of a Certificate in Food Safety Management/ HACCP 
Coordination (University of North Carolina). Rick is currently working on the Better Process Control School Certificate 
program at UC Davis, California. Rick brings to this position over 40 years of agri-food experience. He started in the private 
sector, was involved with poultry processing-related work and had formerly owned and managed a sanitation consultation 
company providing training to the foodservice industry. 

 

Rick Kane, Nova Scotia Department of Agriculture 
A Regulator’s Perspective on Quality 
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Speakers (Continued) 

With a background in biochemistry, Stephen has built his career on his scientific knowledge, fueled by his desire to use 
science to create real-world solutions. Most recently, Stephen was Director of Sales and Marketing at BioVectra, a 
contract manufacturing company serving a global client base. There, he gained extensive understanding of various 
manufacturing processes such as fermentation, and their role in new product development. Most importantly, he 
garnered a reputation for developing mutually-beneficial business relationships with clients and partners, helping the 
company significantly expand its market share. Stephen was responsible for over $100 million in sales, providing 
extensive insight and leadership to project teams to ensure their viability. He also led corporate and academic research 
teams through the commercialization process, helping them manage issues in research, navigate regulatory compliance 
requirements, and negotiating intellectual property agreements. Stephen has a BSc from Mount Allison, and received his 
MSc at Memorial University. He completed his MBA with a concentration in marketing at Saint Mary’s University. 

 

Stephen Ball, Natural Products Canada (Atlantic) 
Investing in Small and Medium Enterprises to Commercialize Natural Products 
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